
FINEST INTERIOR 
DESIGNERS

The

Our panel of experts has taken a good hard look at the UK-based designers who are 
pushing boundaries, consistently delivering excellence and inspiring on every level. 

Welcome to our chosen 50 for 2020/21. Words by Emma Love
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NATALIA MIYAR
‘Materiality, spatial planning and good 
proportions are always important elements,’ 
says Natalia Miyar, a trained architect and 
former design director at Helen Green 
Design who set up her own studio in 2016. 
She has made her name with tactile spaces 
that are woven together with bold colour, 

pattern and a glamorous sensibility. ‘The natural, earthy elements 
and the effortless luxury in my work play a vital role. I love classical 
design with a modern interpretation and think that having 
travelled a lot has infl uenced my style too.’ More and more she is 
focusing on conscious design, encouraging clients to invest in one-
of-a-kind, long-lasting pieces. As usual, her work spans the globe, 
from a historic house in Miami which is being given ‘a new tropical 
fl air’ to a contemporary villa in Ibiza where she is employing shades 
of blue, green and coral. ‘Blue is both an anchor and a versatile 
colour for interior schemes; it can feel calm or invigorating, 
bringing a wonderful energy to a room.’ nataliamiyar.com

MARTIN WALLER
‘My vision of design has long been buffeted 
by travels in the most remote places,’ says 
globe-trotting founder of Andrew Martin, 
Martin Waller. For more than 40 years he has 
featured treasured fi nds from his far-fl ung 
trips in his interior schemes, from maize 
grinding tables sourced in Nagaland to 

hand-woven textiles from South America (‘the weavers there are 
not circumscribed by the tyranny of taste, so they are fearless and 
inspirational colourists’). The result is always a cohesive multi-
layered, multi-cultural mix of art and artefacts, colours and textures 
(‘fusion interiors’ was the phrase once coined to defi ne his style). 
His international outlook extends to his collections of furniture, 
wallpaper and fabrics which can be viewed at his fl agship showroom 
on Walton Street and new space in Design Centre, Chelsea 
Harbour. andrewmartin.co.uk

P
H

O
T

O
S

: ©
 P

A
U

L
 M

A
S

S
E

Y
; ©

 S
Y

LV
IE

 C
O

G
R

A
N

N
E

; ©
 P

A
U

L
 R

A
E

S
ID

E

NICOLA HARDING & CO
Nicola Harding excels at creating eclectic 
spaces that combine fl ea market fi nds, 
unusual colours and bespoke furniture. 
‘I like to accentuate the character of a 
building and craft interiors that feel as if 
they have effortlessly evolved out of the spirit 
of a place,’ she confi rms. ‘Clients come to 

us because they want a home fi lled with thoughtful details and 
interesting fi nds; something nurturing rather than showy.’ Various 
shades of green, mauve and chocolate – balanced out with muted 
neutrals – are a particular favourite, and often complemented with 
unexpected natural materials such as heavy canvas. ‘I also enjoy 
the imperfection of hand block prints which add depth and lend 
a relaxed feel to a space,’ adds Nicola, naming Nancy Lancaster 
as an eternal inspiration. Recently, she has been working on a 
Marylebone townhouse where the brief was ‘1960s Laura Ashley 
meets the Bloomsbury set’ and modernising an apartment in a 
1930s block in Westminster. nicolaharding.com
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